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Community College Transfer Degree Bill Unanimously Approved by  
Assembly Appropriations Committee  

The student-centered initiative designed to streamline the transfer process can be implemented by the 
community colleges in record time and available to students by fall 2011  

 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – As community college students prepare to head back to school for the fall semester, 

the California State Assembly Committee on Appropriations today in a unanimous vote approved the 

Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act, Senate Bill 1440.  If the initiative passes the Legislature and is 

signed into law, community college students seeking to transfer to a California State University will have a 

streamlined process by fall 2011 that will save them time and money while generating resources for the 

two systems of higher education to serve more students.  
 

The important bill, authored by Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Pacoima), is strongly supported by the California 

Community Colleges Chancellor Jack Scott and California State University Chancellor Charles Reed.   
 

“Students attending our colleges often express concerns about the complex and confusing transfer 

process,” said Chancellor Scott. “This transfer initiative will put an end to the confusion and serve as a 

student passport to the California State University system.”  
 

Currently, each of the 112 locally governed community colleges sets its own requirements for graduation 

and each CSU campus determines its own prerequisites for accepting community college transfer students. 

The requirements and prerequisites vary by campus and can also change each year.  Senate Bill 1440 

charges the two systems with establishing a set process that guarantees community college transfer 

students with a 2.0 GPA admission to a CSU campus at junior status while also granting them an associate 

degree.   
 

California students and taxpayers will benefit from transfer reform.  Many transfer students take up to a 

full year of classes beyond the semester units required for a bachelor’s degree.  These extra units cost the 

public millions of dollars. By standardizing the transfer process, students can take fewer classes at the 

community colleges and CSU thus increasing efficiency in both systems.   
 

During the hearing the California Department of Finance estimated the transfer efficiencies will generate 

approximately $75 million annually in cost savings for the California Community Colleges and $85 million  
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for the CSU.  The funds would be used to provide access to roughly 40,000 additional community college 

students and nearly 14,000 CSU students each year.   
 

To date the bill has not seen opposition in the Legislature.  It was approved by the California State Senate 

on June 1 in a 35-0 vote and by the Assembly Higher Education Committee on June 22 in a 9-0 vote.  Next 

the bill will head to the Assembly and Senate floors where it will be heard before August 31 and is expected 

to go to the governor’s desk to sign into law in September. 
 

The California Community Colleges is the largest system of higher education in the nation composed of 72 districts and 112 

colleges serving 2.9 million students per year. Community colleges supply workforce training, a basic skills education and 

prepare students for transfer to four-year institutions. The Chancellor’s Office provides leadership, advocacy and support 

under the direction of the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges.  
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